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though it must be added that the Ferrarese Orator said that
people disliked dining with the Lord Alexander P.P. VI
because His meals consisted of a single dish. But Rome
and Italy generally were very proud of Him, because, at
sixty-one years of age, He combined the vigour of man-
hood's prime with the wisdom of experience of life. If
peace could be maintained, while a strong hand guided poli-
tics, the auspices were all propitious.
On the thirty-first of August, at the First Consistory,
the Lord Alexander P.P. VI named his nephew, Don Juan
de Borja y Lanqol (Giovanni Borgia, detto Seniore) Cardi-
nal-Presbyter of the Title of Santa Susanna. This Most
Worshipful Purpled One was the son of the Pope's sister,
Dona Juana. He had been Apostolic Prothonotary, Correc-
tor of- Pontifical Breves, and Archbishop of Monreale,
under the Lord Xystus P.P. IV; and powerless Governor
of Rome under the Lord Innocent P.P. VIII. He was a
great man of business, dexterous and capable with plenary
powers, and competent to deal with grave matters. The
Lord Alexander P.P. VI, like His August Uncle, lost no
time in securing the services of blood relation near to His
Own person.
The chorus of flattery was not altogether free from dis-
cords. The sinister Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere, every
day becoming more and more aggrieved by the success of
his abhorred rival, called for a General Council (according
to the ridiculous custom of his age) to adjudge the Lord
.Alexander P.P. VI guilty of Simony. In Florence the
eccentric Fra Girolamo Savonarola, a friar of the Religion
of St. Dominic, was prophesying evil days. Lorenzo de'
Medici, "that monster of genius," was dead; and he, liter-
ally, had been the Keeper of the Peace. His sons, Don Piero
and Don Lorenzo Secondo, brothers to Cardinal Giovanni,
were no fit successors to their renowned father. Fra
Girolamo really ruled in Florence; and his rule was baneful,